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POLLINATOR PATHWAYS

Helping bees and other
native insects survive

By Joy Vanderisk
The Chashire Citizen

Insect apocalypse. Bee
colony collapse. Monarch

butterflies decimated. Migra-

tory birds and Myvways in de-
cline.

These headlines are posi-
tively frightening. It's like
one of those scary, end-ol-
the-world movies, Only iU's
ol We see and hear about
these concerns just about
every day.

So, somebody do something
already!

Well, someone is doing
something, Her name is
Louise Washer and she is
making noise. Washer is
president of the Norwalk
Eiver Watershed Association
and she is petting people’s
attention, moving them o
take positive steps o change
those headlines from terrify-
ing o terrific,

She's not doing this alone
though. Instead, she's wel-
coming anyone who is inter-

Mative plants such as milkweed are an important food
source for many kKinds of butterflies and other

pollinators.

ested Lo join her in adding
miles and gardens to the
Pollinator Pathway. 5o far 45
towns are involved and there
seems o be no end Lo val-
unteers, "It's really a prass-
roots movement,” said
Washer.

I recendy joined a group of
conservalion alliances and
concerned individuals who
gathered o hear Washer talk
about the Pollinator Pathway
al a recent Southington
Land Trust program held at
Southington Commurnity
Cultural Ars,

Anise hwssop is a fragrant and beautiful perennial for the
garden and invites in pollinators, like this swallowtail.

Phatos by Clivia L. Lawrenca, Tha Citizan

Southington's Shard Guari-
oo, & master gardener and
Southington Land Trust
member hosted. Among the
attendees were focmer wown
councilor Dawn Miceli, CT-
DEEP Wildlife Biologist Pe-
ter Picone and his wife
JoAnne, Jayvne Neville of
Southington Songbird Sanc-
tuary, Southingion Land
Trust's Properties Manager
Val Guaring, Southington
Land Trust's Katy Hanlon,
Pam Boach, Southern Con-
pecticut Begional Council of
Crovernments and Cheshire
Land Trust, Karen Schnitzer,
Cheshire Land Trust and
Hamden Land Conservation
Trust President Gail
Camerorn.

Those who attended were
interested in doing some-
thing about the declines in
pollinators. It was Washer's
intention o load up these
community group leaders
with all the information they
needed, so they could begin
Lo advocate for pollinators.

Soe Pathways, AS

History of Masons,
town closely linked

By Jay Vanderlax
The Cheshire Citizen

Atwater. Dodd. Brooks.
Humiston. Hine. Durand.
The names may be farmil-
iar o yvou as the name of a
school or street or busi-
ness for example. These
pames and an impressive-
Iy longer list of others,
come from the member-
ship rolls of Cheshing's
Masonic Lodge Mo, 16,

The Masons counted
among their members,
teachers, salesmen, physi-
cians, farmers, chemists,
[ood inspeclors, mer-
chants, frefighters, state
legislators, reporlers,
politicians, st selectmen,
architects, and many vet-
erans beginning with the
Civil War

“Take it with a grain of salt,
but without the Masons,
Cheshire would not be the
Cheshire we know today,”
said David Stewart, histori-
an for the Masonic Temple
Lodge No. 16,

Stewart is passionate
about the Masons and the
history of the lodge. In his
past 10 vears as historian,
he has published a history
of the lodge, and is work-
ing on another and contin-
ues o research and docu-
ment Masons who have
had a place in the
Cheshire temple. The
records are well-kepL
Amazingly enough, Stew-
art said the Masons Lodge
Mo, 16 has the original
minutes from the very first
meelngs.

See Masons, AB

Dozens helped with
back-to-school needs

g8y Joy Vandarl ek
The Cheshire Citizan

There's nothing like the
srniles vou see on a child's
face with the prospect

of new clothes and sup-
plies for back 1o

school. IU's even more pre-
cious when vou know
there are children who do
nol take it for granted they
will even have new shoes
and a backpack.

As a hand-up o less fortu-
nate children, the
Cheshire Community
Food Pantry holds a Back-
to-School Drive each year.

According o the pantry’s
Executive Director April
Duquette, the average cost
[or petting a child ready
[or school each vear is
about $250. "This can be a
huge burden [or families
and we feel it is our duty
o help alleviate that bur-
den as much as possible,”
she said.

A total of 40 childeen, from
pre-K (o grade 12, were
sponsored locally this
vear The work o get the
supplies handed out wo
them will be completed in
tirne for schoal.

See School, AS



